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FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS 

6. Dr J.M. WOOLLARD to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage: 

In light of the advice from the Environmental Defender’s Office that the Government’s forest management plans 
are not legally enforceable, I ask -  

(1) Why was this advice not passed on to the House before members were asked to vote on the 
Conservation and Land Management Amendment Bill 2002? 

(2) Has the minister received advice on what is required to make forest management plans binding on all 
parties? 

(3) If yes, what is that advice, and what action will the Government take to implement it? 

(4) If no, when does the minister expect this advice to be available?  

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
(1)-(4) I thank the member for the question.  I am not sure the member understands exactly what is involved 

with a forest management plan.  A forest management plan is a document that sets out a plan for 10 
years into the future.  What is different about this plan is that the basis will be ecologically sustainable 
forest management.  The plan is then assessed by the Environmental Protection Authority, which makes 
recommendations to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage, who then sets some binding 
conditions on that document.  The forest management plan contains detail in some areas, but other parts 
of it are quite general.  Therefore, to say that it is unenforceable is not to say anything new.  There have 
been a number of forest management plans in this State.  In some ways those documents have been 
similar.  The process of establishing them is set out in the CALM Act.  When I received the 
correspondence from the EDO, I sent that off for comment from the relevant agencies and also for 
advice from the Crown Solicitor.  Although the EDO noted that the document is not legally enforceable, 
it made a number of concrete suggestions that we are following up.  I want to reassure the member, 
because she may have misread this to mean that we are going through a process that is meaningless.  
That is not the case.  The process that we are going through then becomes a proposal under the 
Environmental Protection Act, and the conditions are binding.  In addition, by the end of the process, 
recommendations are made to do further work; for example, to draw up codes of practice.  Therefore, to 
that extent, they cannot be enforceable.  I thank the member for her question and her interest.  When we 
receive the advice from the Crown Solicitor, I will be happy to share it with her.   

 


